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ADDIS POUCH TO AMCONSUL DJIBOUTI 

E.O. 11652: XGDS-1 
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TAGS: MORG, MOPS, IR, SA, KE, PK, YE, MU, SU, ET, BA 

SUBJECT: MIDDLE EAST EORCE - THE NEW FORMAT 

REF: A. STATE 030235 B. CINCPACELT 27021 8Z MAY 77 
C. MANAMA 1276 

1 . NEGOTIATIONS WITH BAHRAIN ON THE EUTURE OE OUR NAVAL 
PRESENCE THERE ARE PROCEEDING SMOOTHLY. WE ANTICIPATE 
THAT EFEECTIVE JUNE 30, 1977 MIDDLE EAST EORCE WILL BE 
DEHOMEPORTED FROM BAHRAIN, THAT A SMALL SHORE SUPPORT 
EACILITY AND THE COMMANDER'S AIRCRAET WILL REMAIN IN PLACE, 
AND THAT THE COMMAND WILL MOVE TO AN AELOAT MODE, WITH 
PERSONNEL ON UNACCOMPANIED TOURS OE DUTY. WE ALSO ANTICI- 
PATE BAHRAINI APPROVAL EOR MIDEASTFOR FLAGSHIP (USS LA 
SALLE) TO REMAIN IN-PORT THERE EOR A MINIMUM OE LOUR MONTHS 
PER YEAR. (DOWN EROM SIX PLUS MONTH;S IN THE PAST.) 

2. BASED ON ASSUMPTION THAT THESE ELEMENTS OF THE NEW 
EORMAT WILL BE AGREED, COMIDEASTEOR WILL NEED HENCEEORTH 
TO BE ABLE TO SCHEDULE A SUPPLEMENTARY SERIES OF TWO WEEK 
VISITS BY LA SALLE TO OTHER REGIONAL PORTS IN ORDER TO PRO- 
VIDE THIS PERMANENTLY DEPLOYED SHIP WITH SUFEICIENT SF.I.F- 
MAINTENANCE TIME. SOME OE THESE SELE-MAINTENANCE VISITS 

WOULD BE CONDUCTED ENTIRELY ALONGSIDE A PIER (OR ALMOST 
ENTIRELY); OTHERS COULD BE CONDUCTED AT ANCHOR. GENERALLY, 
THESE EXTENDED PORT CALLS FOR SELF-MAINTENANCE WOULD BE 
OVER AND ABOVE THE TRADITIONAL SCHEDULE OF SHORT PORT CALLS 
AND BRIEF STOPS FOR FUEL ROUTINELY PERFORMED BY BOTH THE 
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ELAGSHIP (USS LA SALLE) AND THE ROTATIONALLY DEPLOYED 
DESTROYERS OE THE EORCE. 

3. FOLLOWING A REPAIR PERIOD IN ITALY, USS LA SALLE IS 
PRESENTLY SCHEDULED TO TRANSIT THE SUEZ CANAL SOUTHBOUND 
ON SEPT. 16, 1977, TO REMAIN THEREAETER IN THE PERSIAN 
GULE/INDIAN OCEAN REGION. ONLY ELAGSHIP PORT VISITS NOW 
UNDER CONSIDERATION EOR LATTER PORTION OP PY 77 ARE SHORT 
CALLS AT DJIBOUTI (21-23 SEPTEMBER) AND HODEIDA (26-27 
SEPTEMBER.) THUS PY 78 WILL BE PIRST YEAR UNDER NEW EORMAT 

4. IN LIGHT OF EMBASSY RESPONSES TO REP A, DEPT AND DOD 
ENVISION DERIVING A SATISPACTORY ANNUAL SPREAD OP ELAGSHIP 
TWO- WEEK SELE-MAINTENANCE PERIODS PROM THE POLLOWING LIST: 

PORT MAINTENANCE PERIODS 

BANDAR ABBAS 1 

DAMMAN 1 
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JIDDA 1 

MOMBASA 0 OR 1 

MUSCAT 1 

HODEIDA 0 OR 1 

PORT SUDAN 0 OR 1 

KARACHI I 

BUSHIRE I 

5. TENTATIVE SCHEDULE PROPOSED REE B, DOES NOT NOW REELECT 
ALL ELAGSHIP MAINTENANCE PERIODS REQUIRED TO PUT QUOTE NEW 
EORMAT UNQUOTE CONCEPT ON AS EIRM A LOOTING AS POSSIBLE. 

ALL ADDRESSEE EMBASSIES EXCEPT ISLAMABAD SHOULD APPROACH 
RESPECTIVE HOST GOVERNMENTS TO DETERMINE THEIR RECEPTIVITY 
TO TWO- WEEK PORT VISITS EOR ELAGSHIP SELP-MAINTENANCE AS 
OUTLINED IN PARA 4. 

6. FOR ISLAMABAD: WE BELIEVE THIS IS NOT APPROPRIATE TIME 
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TO APPROACH GOP ON THIS SUBJECT. WOULD WELCOME YOUR VIEWS 
ON PROSPECTS. 

7. FOR DJIBOUTI: WE WILL AWAIT ASSESSMENT OP CLIMATE FOR 
FUTURE USN SHIP VISITS BEPORE ADDING DJIBOUTI TO SCHEDULE 
EOR ELAGSHIP MAINTENANCE PERIODS. 

8. FOR INPO ADDRESSEES: SINCE SIGNATURE OP A NEW MIDDLE 

EAST FORCE AGREEMENT WITH THE GOVERNMENT OP BAHRAIN 
APPEARS IMMINENT, WE ARE SENDING YOU THIS CABLE SO THAT YOU 
WILL UNDERSTAND THE NATURE OF THE "NEW EORMAT" WE PLAN 
EOR MIDDLE EAST PORCE. THIS INPORMATION IS PROVIDED EOR 
BACKGROUND ONLY. WE ARE ALSO REPEATING EOR ALL ADDRESSEES 
CABLES CONTAINING A JOINT PRESS STATEMENT WHICH WILL BE 
RELEASED IN MANAMA ALTER SIGNATURE OP THE NEW AGREEMENT, 
AND PRESS QS AND AS ON THE "NEW EORMAT". THESE ARE BEING 
PROVIDED EOR YOUR BACKGROUND INPORMATION SHOULD PRESS 
INQUIRIES ARISE. VANCE 
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